
 

From Rev Canon Maree 

 Holy Communion:  Home communion is offered to those who are unable to attend 

services.  Please continue to pray for this ministry in our area and those who administer 

the sacraments each week. 

Rev Canon Maree  

 

Also this Week:  
Wed 9am 

 10-12 

Morning prayer  

Lollypops 

Thurs   SRE in our schools. 

 Mission for Month: Bush Church Aid 

Readings for 2/9/18 

and 9/9/18 

Song of Songs 2, 8-13 

James 1, 17-27 

Psalm 45 1-2,6-9 

Gospel Mark 7 1-8,14-23 

Proverbs 22, 1-2,8-9,22-23 

James 2, 1-10, 14-17 

Psalm 125 

Gospel  Mark 7, 24-37 

  

 

WELCOME Reverend Jan Deaves, who will be taking services for the next 

two Sundays 

 

PRAYERS FOR THOSE IN NEED – Michelle, John, Silvano, Charlie, Jodi, 

Ethel, Margaret, Del J and H, Paul 

 

We will be praying especially for our Dioceses in the country areas and 

Merriwa is a parish that I would like to be able to support.  If we could start to 

put some money in an envelope to help that area, the Parish of Merriwa will 

take this and distribute. 

 
 

 

 
 

 

COMING:  
 

 FUND RAISER 22ND September  2018  1pm  at DIVALINA’S BOUTIQUE, 

117 Nelson Street, Wallsend in the shop itself. $10 per head.  There will be 

fashions to buy -  $10 going to the church. Drinks/nibbles, door prizes and a 

raffle.  Lovely clothes and shoes and I am really looking forward to the day.  

Please support this and invite others to come along. There is a form in the foyer 

for you to put your name down.  This is for catering.  Rev Maree 
 
 September 4th 2018 – Mothers Union Spring Rally at the Church of the Good 

Shepherd.  10am for 10.30am.  BYO lunch. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

M. SCOTT PECK writes “the path to spiritual growth is a path of lifelong 

learning.  If this path is followed long and earnestly enough, the pieces of 

knowledge begin to fall into place.  Things start to make sense.  There are 

times of disappointment and some concepts arrived at only to be discarded. 

 

But gradually it is possible for us to come to a deeper and deeper understand of 

what our existence is all about. 

 

And gradually we can come to a place where we know what we are doing. “ 
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Today’s Scripture Readings – 26th August 2018 
 

1 Kings 8, 22-30,41-43 Psalm 84 

Ephesians 6, 10-20 Gospel    John 6, 56-69 
 

STUMBLING AROUND -  

Eat my flesh?  Hard to imagine how that must have sounded back in Jesus’ day, let alone our day! 

For many of those who were following Jesus around, his long talking about his body being bread and 

his blood to be drunk to have eternal life, was just too much.  Many turned their backs and gave up 

on going with him any further. 

“Do my words offend you?” he asks.  Or in Greek it translates to “scandalise”. 

Are you scandalised by Jesus’ words? 

If we pull it apart even further the root meaning is STUMBLE.   Those who have been with Jesus, 

learning about who he claims to be have suddenly STUMBLED over his words, unable to find in 

themselves the means to get up and continue. 

Jesus had an understand of himself that few will ever have.  Yes, he was a gifted speaker and he 

could teach a crowd but is power came from his self-awareness.  He was clear about his identity, his 

motives, his decisions and actions.  He held a deep knowledge of what his existence was about and 

how to choose his daily path accordingly.  Who he was had become perfectly consistent with the 

mind of the divine. 

THIS IS TRUE POWER 

Most of us feel far removed from that inner peace and power that Jesus found.  Our lives are bobbing 

up and down on a sea of chaos most of the time!  We get brief glimpses.  We do shuffle about a lot 

in our faith. 

Never mind!  Peter, when asked if he too wished to turn back said “Lord, to whom can we go? For 

you have the words of eternal life!” 

For some there is that realisation like Peter said, there is nowhere else, and he sees it in a flash that 

day. 

But for most of us it is a gradual, though hard, slog to study the word, worship, observation, failure 

and trashed theories! 

But I want to say to you, be gentle with yourselves.  Your holy shuffle is just fine. 
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